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Ultraflash – Stability in the Danish Operated
Merchant Fleet 2020
In spite of challenges posed by the global COVID-19 crisis, the Danish operated merchant fleet continues at a 
stable level, thus maintaining the position as the world’s fifth largest merchant fleet, measured on ships operated 
by Danish shipping companies .  

•  In July 2019 the Danish operated merchant fleet took a step up on the list of the world’s largest shipping  
nations and replaced the US merchant fleet. 

• By 1. July 2020, Danish shipping companies operate 2,064 vessels with a total of 64.2 million gross tonnage.  
A 25 pct. increase in Danish operated tonnage since January 2015. 

•  The Danish operated merchant fleet represents 4.5 pct. of the total global merchant fleet, which consists of 
more than 98,300 vessels corresponding to 1.42 billion gross tonnage. 
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Source:  Source: IHS Seaweb. 

Data include merchant vessels (including passenger ships), offshore vessels and various ships, including tugboats. Warships, fishing vessels 
and other non-merchant ships, including vessels and constructions that cannot sail themselves, are not included.


